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Praise for

Floating Islands: A Global Bibliography

“It is exhilarating to find such a scholarly work.... C. Van Duzer has
not only provided a masterful treatment of this subject but insights into
these fascinating natural formations. Without question, this work is un-
equivocally choice!”

—Robert G. Wetzel in Limnology 5 (2004), p. 191

“The author can only be admired for the depth and breadth of his schol-
arship in compiling this unique book. It is both a labour of love and a

definitive resource.”
—Russell King in Geography 90.1 (2005), pp. 101-102

“The exhaustive and erudite nature of this reference text makes it a valu-
able contribution towards our understanding of a fascinating, albeit
largely obscure, natural phenomenon.... It is of interest to habitat spe-
cialists, agronomists, environment stewards, wetland researchers and
island scholars generally. The one relevant detail I have missed is a re-
flexive research note on methodology that would have explained how
the author went about his, truly awesome, academic quest.”

—Godfrey Baldacchino in Progress in Physical Geography
29.1 (2005), pp. 134-135

“Once I opened [the book] to see what I had to review, I could not put it
down.... This resulted in utter chaos in our household—in that the pets
were not fed on time, and the family was starving by the time I finally
put the book down.... This bibliography is an amazing, in-depth, thor-
ough piece of research.... Every environmental-related institute should
acquire a copy, not only as an invaluable reference book but also as an
example to all up-and-coming scientists.”

—René Glen in the Afiican Journal of Aquatic Science 30.2
(2005), pp. 219-220



Introduction

Since the publication of Floating Islands: A Global Bibliography
I have found a number of additional works on the subject, and I am
pleased to have the opportunity to disseminate these references here.
Some of these works are from the database www.newspaperarchive.
com, to which newspaper pages are constantly being added; others re-
late to the dispersal of species on floating islands or “rafts”; and others
I simply did not know of or was unable to access before the book went
to press. The bibliography is followed by a geographical and thematic
index.

To this collection I append an account of a visit to the intermit-
tent floating island in Derwentwater, Cumbria, England, in July of 2005,
which is accompanied by some of the first color photographs of the float-
ing island ever published (one color image of the island was published
in my 2005 article in Water Shapes cited below). I also include some
other images of floating islands that I have recently obtained.

It is a pleasure to thank here the scholars who have helped me in
compiling these addenda: Maria Mercedes Arbo, Karen Brown, John
Dargavel, B. K. Das, Susie Hallowell, Walter Hodl, Ric Jordan, Andrzej
Lachacz, Rosemary Marcus, Michela Marangoni, Juan José Neiff, Kar-
en Pinto, Sandra Saenz-Lopez Pérez, Imelda Somodi, Luc Sour, Jean-
Nickolaus Tretter, Carolyn Vines, Ramananda Wangkheirakpam, Brett
Watson, Brian Wilkinson, and Wayne Wright.

As always I would be grateful to learn of any other works relating to
floating islands.

Chet Van Duzer
chetv@aol.com
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Alonso, Fernando, “Galician Legends about Miraculous Sea-Voyages in
Stone Boats: Some Irish and Breton Parallels,” Etudes Celtiques
29 (1992), pp. 89-95 (on some legends which are interesting to
compare with those the floating stones of St. Modwenna and St.
Kilian; see the citations of Conchubranus, Geoffrey of Burton, and
Reeves in the book)

Amat Quiroz, Gamaliel de, “Presentan libro sobre las islas flotantes en
el mundo,” Correo (Puno, Peru), December 26, 2004, p. 4 (briefly
lists citations from Floating Islands relating to the artificial float-
ing islands in Lake Titicaca)

Arbo, Maria Mercedes, Lopez, M. Gabriela, Schinini, Aurelio, and
Pieszko, Gelina, “Las plantas de embalsado,” pp. 3639, and “Cla-
ve para identificar plantas de embalsado,” pp. 40-61 in Maria Mer-
cedes Arbo and Sara Graciela Tressens, eds., Flora del Ibera (Cor-
rientes, Argentina: EUDENE, Universidad Nacional del Nordeste,
2002) (very good discussion of the flora of the floating islands or
embalsados of the Laguna Ibera near Corrientes, Argentina; color
photographs of some embalsados are included on the CD that ac-
companies the book)

“Attacked by Floating Isles: Skipper Tells of Hair-Raising Experience
When Ship Was Saved Only by Weird Apes Fanning Selves in
Lofty Trees and Giving Breeze That Blew Liner to Safety,” Los
Angeles Times, June 17, 1924, p. 24 (a different, somewhat fan-
tastic version of the article “A Floating Island Followed His Ship”
cited in the book)

Ballantyne, Robert Michael, Martin Rattler, or, A Boy s Adventures in the
Forests of Brazil (London: T. Nelson and Sons, 1877) (p. 204 there
is mention of numerous floating islands of grass on the Amazon;
pp. 206-207 the group of adventurers spend the night on “a mass
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of floating logs which had caught firmly in a thicket, and were so
covered with grass and broken twigs as to have very much the ap-
pearance of a real island”; p. 209 there is a very fanciful sketch of
this floating island; in the 1899 edition by the same publisher the
passages occur on p. 182 and pp. 184-185, but this edition does
not include the illustration)

Balogh, Marton, “Az Orségi T4jvédelmi Korzet uszolapjai” [“Floating
Bogs in the Orség Landscape Protected Area,”] Kanitzia 10 (2002),
pp- 203-210 (discusses succession on the floating bogs in the
Orség and Vendvidék regions of West Transdanubia, Hungary, par-
ticularly in Lake Fekete, the Széce Valley, and also within Orség
National Park the Kis Stream valley, Lake Orddg, Lake Vadkacss,
and Lake Sés; includes an English summary)

Balogh, Marton, “Az Orség tuszolapjai” [“The Floating Bogs of the
Orség Region,”] Természetbiivar 58.1 (2003), pp. 20-23 (written
for laymen; covers much of the same material as Balogh’s “Az
Orségi Tajvédelmi Korzet uszolapjai,” i.e. the vegetation and suc-
cession of the floating islands in the Orség region of Hungary)

Balogh, Marton, “Az tszolap-szukcesszid kérdései 1I. Az iszolapok
ndvényzetének szukcesszidja” [“On the Succession on Floating
Fens, 11,”] Kitaibelia 6.2 (2001), pp. 291-297 (there are two main
directions of floating island succession: one is growth of forest on
the islands, the other is oligotrophication of the lake, while a third
might be a cyclic (mosaic) succession; focuses on Lake Velencei;
includes a German summary)

Barclay, W. S., “The River Parana: An Economic Survey,” The Geo-
graphical Journal 33.1 (1909), pp. 1-5, 7-15, 17-19, and 21-36
(p. 15 has a photograph of a floating island on the Laguna Ibera
near Corrientes, Argentina)

Barker, Kate, “Island 22 in the Stream,” Cottage Life 18.6 (Novem-
ber-December, 2005), p. 22 (brief article about “Island 22” in Big
Brother Lake near Minden, Ontario, Canada, which floated fol-
lowing heavy rains and was subsequently tethered to the shore; the
island was 35 by 20 meters and had spruce trees and beaver lodges
on it; see Perkins)

Barth, Janice, “The ‘Floating Islands’ of Higley Flow were Unusual
Harvest in 1942,” Syracuse Herald Journal (New York), Sunday,
December 13, 1981, p. C2; in a different edition of the paper the
article appears with an additional photograph as “Historian Recalls
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‘Floating Islands’ of Higley Flow,” pp. C2-C3 (on the cutting up
of the floating islands in the reservoir for the Higley power sta-
tion on the Raquette River in 1942—1943; includes a photograph;
see Fairman and “Last of Raquette River”; available through www.
newspaperarchive.com)

“Beautiful Floating Gardens Make Appearance on Reservoir: Crowley
Lake, Near Bishop, Has Unusual Display as Mountain Meadow
Sod Rises to Surface of Water,” Los Angeles Times, August 5, 1941,
p- 9 (on the floating islands in a new reservoir in southern Califor-
nia; see “Lake Crowley Now Has Floating Islands™)

Belluck, Pam, “And Sometimes, the Island Is Marooned on You,” New
York Times, November 6, 2005, p. 1 and 27; reprinted in the Star-
News (Wilmington, North Carolina), November 6, 2005; excerpted
as “Drifting into a Debate: Disagreement on Whether to Tether
Island that Floats Free in Massachusetts Pond,” San Francisco
Chronicle, November 6, 2005, p. A 30; and “There Was an Island
There, | Swear,” The Kansas City Star, November 6, 2005 (on the
floating island in Island Pond, Massachusetts, which was moving
about the lake again, with some remarks about other floating is-
lands; see “Floating Island Comes to Shore in Flood,” and “Of-
ficials Tow ‘Floating Island’”)

Bent, J. Theodore, “In the Mountains of Media,” Gentleman s Magazine
270, N.S. 46 (1891), p. 124-139 (p. 133, near the village of Pad-
erlu, i.e. Badarlu, Iran at 36°28'N, 47°14'E, the author and his party
visit “a floating island in the centre of a small highland lake. This
islet is known amongst the tribes as ‘Chamli-gul,” or the meadow
in the water, and consists of a thick mass of roots and reddish clay
about 40 feet by 60 feet, with a thickness at the edge of a yard and
a half. It occupies more than half of the little lake, and changes
its position with the wind; when there is a strong breeze it comes
near enough to the shore to allow of one’s jumping on to it, and
the shepherds are very fond of driving their flocks on there in the
summer time, for the grass is very sweet and there is no fear of
straying”’; compare the article “Azerbeijan,” Scottish Geographi-
cal Magazine 6.2 (1890), pp. 84-93 cited in the book)

Boettcher, Terrell, “Drowning Victim Found Beneath Bog in Flowage,”
Sawyer County Record (Wisconsin), August 11th, 2004 (“the float-
ing bog, five acres or larger, is located in Kavanaugh Bay east of
County Highway CC in the mid-part of [Chippewa] Flowage. The
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bog is spongy, seven to nine feet thick, with cavernous pockets be-
neath it, and is covered with brush and trees up to 30 feet high”)

“Bottomless Holes,” The Sandusky Star (Ohio), October 12, 1899, p. 1;
also published in the North Adams Transcript (Massachusetts),
October 17, 1899, p. 7; and the Daily Nevada State Journal (Reno),
November 17, 1899, p. 1 (mentions a water-filled sinkhole near the
Malmani River in the Transvaal region of South Africa which has
a floating island of grass in it; from the Cincinnati Enquirer; avail-
able through www.newspaperarchive.com)

Brent, Charles H., “A Strenuous Vacation,” Outlook, June 3, 1905,
pp- 333-337 (brief remarks on the floating islands of the Ligua-
san Marsh, Mindanao, the Philippines; reprinted from The Indian
Ocean, March 11, 1905; see Landor)

Bryan, S. E., Cook, A., Evans, J. P., Colls, P. W., Wells, M. G., Law-
rence, M. G., Jell, J. S., Greig, A., and Leslie, R., “Pumice Rafting
and Faunal Dispersion During 2001-2002 in the Southwest Pacific:
Record of a Dacitic Submarine Explosive Eruption from Tonga,’
Earth and Planetary Science Letters 227 (2004), pp. 135—154 (the
principle organisms that rafted on the pumice that reached Austra-
lia were algae, goose barnacles, serpulid worms, calcareous algae,
bryozoans, corals, oysters, and gastropods)

Bullard, Sandra Martin, Portlandville, Milford Center, Goodyear Lake,
Colliersville, Cooperstown Junction... to the Maryland and
Oneonta Town Lines... and a lot more (Milford, NY: the author,
2005) (p- 230 has a low-resolution reproduction, without comment,
of an image of the floating island in Goodyear Lake, New York,
possibly from the 1920s)

Butler, Kevin, Prior, Christine A., and Flenley, John R., “Anomalous
Radiocarbon Dates from Easter Island,” Radiocarbon 46.1 (2004),
pp- 395-405 (discusses a core sample taken from a floating mat
dominated by Scirpus californicus in the crater swamp in the crater
Rano Kao on Easter Island)

Buzurg b. Sahriyar Ar-ramhurmuzi, Livre des merveilles de [’Inde par
le capitaine Bozorg Fils de Chahriyar de Ramhormoz, Arabic text
edited by P. A. van der Lith, French translation by Marcel Devic
(Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1883-86) (the text is from a manuscript of the
13™ century which was probably compiled in the 10" century; see
pp- 36-37 on a giant tortoise mistaken for an island and also pp. 60—
61 and 101-102 on other sea monsters that looked like islands)

B
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Carr, Archie, “New Perspectives on the Pelagic Stage of Sea Turtle De-
velopment,” Conservation Biology 1.2 (1987), pp. 103—121 (cites
many instances of young sea turtles seen on floating rafts of sar-
gassum)

Carranza, Salvador, and Arnold, E. N., “Investigating the Origin of
Transoceanic Distributions: mtDNA Shows Mabuya Lizards (Rep-
tilia, Scincidae) Crossed the Atlantic Twice,” Systematics and Bio-
diversity 1.2 (2003), pp. 275-282 (the genetic evidence strongly
suggests that the lizards crossed the Atlantic on rafts of vegeta-
tion)

Censky, Ellen J., Hodge, Karim, and Dudley, Judy, “Over-Water Disper-
sal of Lizards Due to Hurricanes,” Nature 395 (October 8, 1998),
p. 556 (on October 4, 1995, a group of at least 15 green iguanas
washed ashore on the Caribbean island of Anguilla on a floating
mat of logs and trees; the raft and the iguanas most likely came
from Guadeloupe some 250 km away, whence the raft was likely
washed away by a hurricane in September)

Chapman, Frank M., “The Islands the Alligators Build,” Aquaphyte
(Gainesville, Florida) 24.1 (Winter, 2004), pp. 4-6 (a reprint of
Chapman’s article “The Islands the Alligators Build,” Our Animal
Friends 21.9 (May, 1894), pp. 198-202 cited in the book about a
floating island in “Bevan’s Arm” of Alachua Lake, Florida; a very
good description of the island’s formation, flora, and fauna)

Chaudhuri, A. B., and Sarkar, D. D., “Special Site for Study of Biodiver-
sity and Ecology: Case of Floating Island of Laktak Lake, Mani-
pur,” pp. 327-336 in their book Biodiversity Endangered: India’s
Threatened Wildlife and Medicinal Plants (Jodhpur: Scientific
Publishers, 2002) (largely a list of the flora and fauna that live on
Loktak Lake’s phoomdi or floating islands)

Cherry, Julia A., and Gough, Laura, “Temporary Floating Island For-
mation Maintains Wetland Plant Species Richness: The Role
of the Seed Bank,” Aquatic Botany 85.1 (2006), pp. 29-36 (the
floating islands studied were on Lake Ponderosa, Alabama, at
32°55'N, 87°19'W; the floating islands promoted seed germination
of emergent species, particularly sedges, while limiting the germi-
nation of rooted floating-leaved and free-floating species which
germinate best when inundated)

“China’s Floating Islands,” Daily lowa State Press (lowa City), May 23,
1899, p. 3 (on a floating island near Kumpharaphi on the Mekong
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River which had been under cultivation and had trees ten feet in
circumference growing on it, but it slipped its moorings and disap-
peared downstream; adds that floating islands issue from the Me-
kong every March; see “Floating Farms Disappear” and “Queer
Stories”; available through www.newspaperarchive.com)

Chiu Yu-Tzu, “Man-Made Swamp Cleans Up Waste,” Taipei Times,
March 24, 2005, p. 2 (on artificial floating islands in Liyutan Res-
ervoir, Hualien County, Taiwan)

Clarke, S. C., “Among the Alligators,” Lippincott s Magazine of Popular
Literature and Science 13 (February, 1874), pp. 220-227 (p. 224
mentions floating islands of Pistia in Lake Okechobee, Florida,
and that waterfowl frequent these islands)

“Conservation Department Crews To Tackle Big Floating Island,” Ste-
vens Point Daily Journal (Wisconsin), May 18, 1956, p. 5 (on
plans to tow the floating island in Kettle Moraine Lake out of the
harbor; the island was about the size of a city block, with 25 foot
tall trees growing on it; available through www.newspaperarchive.
com)

“Conservation Team Reveals ‘Floating’ Islands,” Oryx: The Interna-
tional Journal of Conservation 39.2 (April, 2005), p. 126 (a brief
preliminary report of findings by the Marsh Deer Project 2003 that
marsh islands in the Parana River Delta float when the water level
rises, thus providing refuge for the deer during floods)

Crispin, Edward S., “The ‘Sudd’ of the White Nile,” Geographical
Journal 20.3 (1902), pp. 318-324 (a good brief description of the
process of clearing a blockage of floating islands of papyrus on
the river)

“De S. Vouga, seu Vio, Episcopo in Britannia Armorica,” Iunii vol. 2,
pp. 1060-1061 in Acta Sanctorum ed. novissima (Paris and Rome:
apud Victorem Palme, 1863—1931) (describes how Saint Vouga
miraculously traveled from Ireland to England on a large floating
rock; compare Conchubranus on St. Monenna, who is cited in the
book, and see [Prayer Book of Charles the Bold] cited below)

“Deadly Seaweed Sea,” Idaho Daily Statesman (Boise), August 9, 1898,
p. 3 (an suspiciously dramatic account of the troubles of the Nor-
wegian ship Narka under Captain Andreason in the Sargasso Sea,
during which the crew saw a floating island: “Verdure, vines and
trees covered the island. Countless birds of bright plumage, native
of climes remote from their island home, fluttered in and out. Mer-
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mets chattered and scrambled about in the boughs. Snakes crawled
about in the trees or lay basking on longs which floated in the same
listless manner”; available through www.newspaperarchive.com)

DePold, Hans, “Bolton’s Mysterious Roving Islands,” Bolton Commu-
nity News (Bolton, Connecticut) 13.3 (June-July, 2004), p. 7 (sum-
marizes the article “Crane, Bulldozer Tear Apart Roving Island in
Bolton Lakes” cited in the book)

Drake, Samuel Adams, 4 Book of New England Legends and Folk Lore,
in Prose and Poetry (Boston: Little, Brown, 1901; facsimile reprint
Detroit: Singing Tree Press, 1969) (p. 302 contains an illustration
titled “Floating Island, Newburyport, Mass.”; the islet depicted
may be floating but it is not the large floating island at Newbury-
port discussed by Pettingall, Otley, and Browne in the works cited
in the book; this illustration does not appear in the 1884 edition of
Drake’s book)

Endes, Mihaly, ““Usz6lap’ a Tornai-dombsagban” [“A Floating Island
in the Torna Hills,”] Calandrella 10.1-2 (1996), pp. 245-246
(a man-made hole dug in the Torna hills has a floating island with
the following plants growing on it: Lemna minor, Drepanocladus
aduncus, Calliergonella cuspidata, and Epilobium hirsutum)

“Entombed in a Crater,” Bucks County Gazette (Bristol, Pennsylvania),
April 10, 1890, p. 4; also published in The Trenton Times (New Jer-
sey), May 29, 1890, p. 2; and as “A Thrilling Adventure,” Evening
Journal (Waukesha, Wisconsin), July 4, 1890, p. 2 (J. A. Beaton
and R. W. Loudon of Albuquerque, New Mexico, were allegedly
in a cave among the lava formations about 20 miles south of the
city when the floor of the cave collapsed and they landed on an
island of volcanic rock which was floating in an underground lake;
from the San Francisco Chronicle; available through www.news-
paperarchive.com)

Everall, Nick C., and Crymble, S., “Bioremediation of an Industrialised
River to Aid Treatment for Potable Use,” Journal of the American
Water Works Association 10 (1999), pp. 111-118 (a combination
of a 750 m? floating reed bed and semi-buoyant units bundles of
decomposing barley straw successfully reduced phytoplankton)

Fairman, Roy E., “Fairman Confesses an Error and Recalls How the
Floating Islands Floated Away,” Syracuse Herald-Journal (New
York), June 3, 1952, p. 2 (there had been several floating islands
in Higlay Pond, which was a reservoir for power generation on
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the Raquette River, and they interfered with power generation at
the hydroelectric station; the largest of the islands was 11 acres
and after dynamite failed to destroy the island it was sawn into
pieces of about 150 square feet while the island was frozen dur-
ing the winter of 1942-43; these pieces were then pushed over the
dam; see Barth, the article “Last of Raquette River,” and also the
article “Floating Islands Carried Over Dam” in the book; available
through www.newspaperarchive.com)

“Fine Fun for the Hunters,” Salem Daily News (Ohio), October 14, 1896,
p- 1 (“Middletown, N.Y., Oct. 19.—After a year’s anchorage on
one side of Mombeshe lake a floating island, containing about two
acres, has become released. Hunters are having fine sport with the
foxes and raccoons thus imprisoned”; the lake is now known as
Mombasha Lake and is near Monroe, NY; the article is available
through www.newspaperarchive.com)

“Fishing Through a Floating Island,” Fitchburg Sentinel (Massachusetts),
August 8, 1883, p. 1; also published in the Chester Times (Penn-
sylvania), August 29, 1883, p. 4 (an account of successful fishing
through holes in a floating island in a pond in Thompson, Con-
necticut; reprinted from the Hartford Courant; available through
www.newspaperarchive.com)

“Floating Bog Plagues Winnebago Shoreline,” St. Paul Pioneer Press
(Minnesota), July 15, 1993, p. 3C (on a floating island 150 feet
long and 40 feet wide in Lake Winnebago)

“Floating Farms Disappear,” Daily lowa State Press (Iowa City), June
13, 1899, p. 3; also published in the Fort Wayne News (Indiana),
July 13, 1899, p. 8; and the Newark Daily Advocate (Ohio), June
14, 1899, p. 7 (relates a story from the Bangkok Times about a float-
ing island on the Mekong River which had been under cultivation
and had trees ten feet in circumference growing on it; it slipped its
moorings and disappeared downstream, specifying that the island
was six by fourteen sen, i.e. 240 by 560 meters (!); see “Queer
Stories” and “China’s Floating Islands”; available through www.
newspaperarchive.com)

“Floating in a Pitch Lake,” The Lima Daily News (Ohio), June 5, 1890,
p- 2; also published in The Evening Journal (Waukesha, Wiscon-
sin), June 18, 1890, p. 7 (a good brief description of the floating
islands in Lago della Regina near Tivoli, Italy; available through
www.newspaperarchive.com)
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“A Floating Island,” Daily Gleaner (Kingston, Jamaica), December 10,
1892, p. 3 (quotes from reports of sightings of the floating island
described by Ochsenius from the Pilot Chart of the North Atlantic
Ocean; the details are interesting; available through www.newspa-
perarchive.com)

“A Floating Island,” Decatur Daily Republican (Illinois), June 1, 1888,
p. 1 (a good description of the floating island in Meeting House
Pond near Newburyport, Massachusetts, mentioning that most of
the trees on the island are willows; from the Newburyport Herald,
available through www.newspaperarchive.com; see the article by
Pettingall cited in the book)

“A Floating Island,” Lincoln Evening News (Nebraska), November 19,
1910, p. 8 (the ship A¢#/as, en route from Philadelphia to Seattle by
way of Cape Horn, saw in the Pacific a floating island “covered
with trees and thick low underbrush. Birds and a few monkeys
were seen upon it, but no other signs of life”; from the Springfield
Republican; available through www.newspaperarchive.com)

“A Floating Island,” Syracuse Herald Journal (New York), Sunday, May
3, 1953, p. 53 (“A floating island with 50-foot trees on an acre of
soil is in Chief Noonday Lake in the Yankee Springs Recreation
area near Hastings, Michigan”; available through www.newspa-
perarchive.com)

“Floating Island,” The Portsmouth Herald (New Hampshire), July 26,
1906, p. 4 (a whimsical poem by Wallace Irwin in Success about
a sea captain who finds a beautiful island in the tropics and has
his men detach it from its foundations so that they can tow it with
them as a floating island; available through www.newspaperar-
chive.com)

“Floating Island Comes to Shore in Flood,” Boston Globe, October 20,
2005 (on the floating island in Island Pond in Springfield, Massa-
chusetts; available at www.boston.com; see “Officials Tow ‘Float-
ing Island’”” and Belluck)

“Floating Island in Lake County,” The Decatur Daily Review (1llinois),
May 5, 1924, p. 12 (the floating island in Cedar Lake has been
growing rapidly: six years previously it was six yards across, but at
the time of writing it was more than twenty yards across, and was
being studied by W. G. Waterman of Northeastern University; see
the works by Emerson and Waterman cited in the book; available
through www.newspaperarchive.com)
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“Floating Island is On a Cruise,” Reno Evening Gazette (Nevada), Au-
gust 22, 1946, p. 15 (brief article on the movements of the floating
island on Lake Tiorati, New York, which formed following the
flooding of a meadow bog in 1924; available through www.news-
paperarchive.com)

“Floating Island of Rest Lake,” Ironwood Daily Globe (Michigan), Au-
gust 15, 1940, p. 8 (a photograph of part of the lake with a caption
describing its recent movements; the island was 600 feet long and
from 10 to 50 feet wide; available through www.newspaperarchive.
com)

“Floating Island on Sandy Pond Pushed to North Shore by Strong Wind,”
Syracuse Herald Journal (New York), August 2, 1948, p. 3 (the
island, which was the length of several city blocks and had cattails
growing on it, caused some damage on the lake; available through
www.newspaperarchive.com)

“Floating Island Sold,” The Fort Wayne News (Indiana), April 6, 1903,
p- 6 (on a heavily wooded one-acre floating island which had wan-
dered around in Onata Lake, i.e. Onota Lake, in western Massa-
chusetts, since 1860; available through www.newspaperarchive.
com)

“Floating Islands,” The Friend, a Religious and Literary Journal 62.20
(December 15, 1888), p. 158 (a description of the floating island in
Henry’s Lake, Idaho; from the Virginia City Chronicle of Nevada)

“Floating Islands,” Saturday Magazine 19.608 (December 25, 1841),
pp. 241-243 (a brief discussion of chinampas and the floating is-
lands in Kashmir, citing Moorcroft, China, a lake near Castello
Archione in Lapland, St.-Omer, Lake Gerdauen, the Lake of Kolk
in Osnabruck, Loch Lomond, Derwentwater, the Lago della Re-
gina near Tivoli, Italy, etc.; relies on Malte-Brun; the outstanding
feature of the article is the engraving on p. 241 which depicts the
floating islands of the Lago della Regina; Viale and Latini, plate 1,
supply a map of the lake which shows the islands, and Kircher in
his Latium—both cited in the book—gives something similar, but
the engraving in this article is the only close image of the islands
with which I am familiar)

“Floating Islands in Corundell Lake Just a Memory,” Daily Kennebec
Journal (Maine), June 4, 1946, p. 7 (on the removal of floating
islands fro Corundell Lake near Corinna, Maine; the largest of the
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islands was about two acres; available through www.newspaper-
archive.com)

“Floating Islands in Reservoir are Given Explanation,” The Charleroi
Mail (Pennsylvania), August 20, 1934, p. 6 (a brief article that
mentions floating islands in the Pymatuning Reservoir near Saron,
Pennsylvania; available through www.newspaperarchive.com)

Floating Islands Nature Reserve Proposed Management Plan (Victoria,
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Hungary: Balogh (m), Endes, Somodi and Botta-Dukat, Z5ld-Balogh
et al.

Italy: “Floating in a Pitch Lake,” “Floating Islands” in Saturday
Magazine, Riccioli, C. Silvestri, Terra Rossa

Netherlands: Gonggrijp et al., Jahrbiicher der preussischen monarchie,
Sour, Tomassen et al.

Scotland: “Remarks on Scottish Scenery”

Sweden: “A Moving Island in Sweden”

Africa

Chad: “Journey to Lake Chad”

Congo: Kingsley, “The Malinga”

Egypt: [Genoese World Map]

Gabon: Kingsley

Nigeria: “Floating Islands of West Africa”

South Africa: “Bottomless Holes”

Sudan: Crispin

Uganda/ Zaire: “A Floating Village in Central Africa”

Asia/Middle East

Burma/ Myanmar: Gervol

India: Chaudhuri, Ghosh, Monkland, Sahoo, Singh, Wangkheirakpam
(m)

Iran: Bent

Iraq: Thesiger

Japan: Haraguchi, Kofuji

New Guinea: Lane-Poole, MacDonald

Philippines: Brent, Landor

Thailand: “China’s Floating Islands,” “Floating Farms Disappear,”
“Queer Stories”

Turkey: Gecin, Girgin and Bulut
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Australia and Oceania

Australia: Floating Islands Nature Reserve
Easter Island: Butler
Fiji: Lutunauga

Floating Islands Seen at Sea

“Attacked by Floating Isles,” “Deadly Seaweed Sea,” “A Floating
Island” in the Daily Gleaner, “A Floating Island” in the Lincoln Evening
News, Frederick, Kester, “Reports Floating Islands,” Rouch, Smith, Van
Duzer’s “Some Floating Islands Seen at Sea”

Dispersal of Species by Rafting

Bryan, Carr, Carranza, and Arnold, Censky et al., Foighil et al., Fréon
and Dagorn, Garcia et al.,, Hedges, Helfman, Hobday (m), Kappeler,
Mangzella et al.,, Mora, Mora et al., Moser et al.,, Raxworthy et al.,
Smith, Thiel and Gutow (m), Vences et al., “The Volcanic Eruption,”
Wickelgren, Yoder et al., Yoon

Artificial Floating Islands

Chiu Yu-Tzu, Everall and Crymble, Garbett, Ingersoll, Kania,
Kepczynski, Momose, Rickard, Urwick

Mythical or Literary Floating Islands

Alonso, Ballantyne, Buzurg b. Sahriyar Ar-ramhurmuzi, “De S. Vouga,”
“Entombed in a Crater,” “Floating Island” in The Portsmouth Herald,
Frankowski, Geyer, Gray, Ki-duk, Lot, Ortelius, Pinto, [ Prayer Book of
Charles the Bold], Rockwood, Saramago, “Tales of the Times,” Vance,
“The Way a Yankee Avoided Paying Taxes,” Wentworth (m)



Appendix

Narrative of a Visit to the Floating Island in
Derwentwater, England

I had read a great deal about the intermittent floating island in Der-
wentwater, Cumbria, England, but as the island only rises to the surface
of the lake once every several years, on average, I did not harbor much
hope of seeing it on my visit to the Lake District in July of 2005. The
island, which is actually a semi-detached piece of the bottom of the lake,
rises only at the end of particularly warm summers, when the higher
temperatures increase the rate of decomposition of vegetable matter in
the soil at the bottom of the lake, thus releasing additional gases, par-
ticularly methane, which carry the island to the surface of the lake. The
island differs in size and shape in different years, depending on the heat
of the summer.

When it rises the island does so in the southeastern part of the lake,
near where the Derwent River and also Watendlath Beck debouche into
the lake, and quite close to the Lodore Boat Landings. On the rainy
morning of July 28" Sandra Sdenz-Lopez Pérez and I drove to Kes-
wick, then south along the B5289, and then turned left onto Watendlath
Road, and drove up that road about 1 mile (1.6 km) to the (unmarked)
“Surprise View” of the lake, parking on the left of the road and walking
a short distance to the right of the road, to the edge of a cliff that of-
fers a spectacular view of the lake. Looking down from there we saw a
marshy, irregularly-shaped island (Fig. 1) which certainly seemed to be
the floating island; comparison of this image with a postcard image tak-
en from the “Surprise View” confirmed that ordinarily there is no island
in this location. The position of the island also agreed quite well with
that indicated for the floating island in 1884 in the map in G. J. Symons’
The Floating Island in Derwentwater (London: E. Stanford, 1888).
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We drove down to the Lodore Boat Landings, took an umbrella with
us, rented a canoe, and paddled out to the island. The island was quite
low in the water, perhaps partly because the day was cold and rainy,
which would decrease the size of the bubbles suspended in the island’s
soil and thus its buoyancy. The uneven surface of the island rose just
a few centimeters above the water, and was muddy with a growth of
low grassy vegetation (Fig. 2); there were some rocks and sticks on the
island, and while we were visiting it first a duck and later some geese
(Fig. 3) grazed on the island. The edges of the island slope very gradu-
ally away under the water, and to approach close to the island we had to
run the canoe aground on it. When we touched part of the island beneath
the water with our paddles bubbles of gas rose to the surface.

We were able to paddle across the narrow area between the two
largest parts of the island without any difficulty; I landed on the island
twice (Fig. 4). The surface of the island seemed to sink slightly during
the time I stood upon it, but as the soil was quite spongy it is difficult to
be certain that my feet were not merely sinking deeper into the soil (Fig.
5). It was an exhilarating experience to visit and investigate this very
unusual natural phenomenon.



Fig. 1. The intermittent floating island in Derwentwater, just to the right of
center, seen from the “Surprise View,” with the Lodore Boat Landings and
the mouth of the Derwent River to the left (Sandra Saenz-Lopez Pérez).

Fig. 2. Part of the northern section of the floating island in Derwentwater,
showing the vegetation (Sandra Saenz-Lopez Pérez).
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Fig. 3. Geese grazing on the southern part of the floating island, with the Lo-
dore Boat Landings and Lodore Hotel in the background (Chet Van Duzer).

Fig. 4. The author standing on the floating island, with the cliffs of the
“Surprise View” in the background (Sandra Saenz-Lopez Pérez).



Fig. 5. The author’s foot on the floating island, showing the vegetation and
also how low the island was in the water (Sandra Sdenz-Lopez Pérez).

Fig. 6. An old image of a Girl Guide on the floating island in Derwentwater;
the island is both higher in the water and more thickly vegetated
than it was in 2005.



Floating Island, Lake Orlon, Mich.

(This Island disappears In the spring and reappears in the fall)

Fig. 7. A postcard postmarked 1909 of the intermittent floating island in Lake
Orion, Michigan; compare with figs. 1-6 (author’s collection).

FLOATING ISLANDS, U. S. 441, MC INTOSH, FLA.

Fig. 8. An old postcard image of the floating islands in Orange Lake, Florida
(author’s collection).



FLOATIN G ISLAND, SADAWGA LAKE. WH I ITINOHRAM, VT, 23,
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Fig. 9. An old postcard showing the large floating island in Sadawga Lake,
Vermont (author’s collection).

Fig. 10. A postcard postmarked 1909 showing floating islands in Prairie Lake
near Cameron, Wisconsin (author’s collection).



Fig. 11. A floating meadow dominated by Paspalum repens
on the Central Amazon near Manaus (Walter Hodl).

Fig. 12. A floating meadow dominated by Salvinia auriculata and Reussia
rotundifolia and also with Pistia sp. on the Central Amazon near Manaus
(Walter Hodl).



Fig. 13. The floating island in Lake Suresnar, Jammu and Kashmir, India; the
island is usually stationary but does move in high winds (B. K. Das).

Fig. 14. The floating island in Lake Khajjihar near Dalhousie, Himachal
Pradesh, India; the island moves freely about the lake (B. K. Das).
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Fig. 15. An old postcard, postmarked 1910, of two men fishing through a
floating island in the Otis Reservoir, Massachusetts (author’s collection).

Fig. 16. Detail of a hand-tinted etching of the floating gardens of Dal Lake,
India, from William Urwick’s India Illustrated with Pen and Pencil
(New York, 1891) (author’s collection).



